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Press release no. 68/2024

EIMA Energy: focus on agriculture on islands and in wooded areas.

The bioeconomy finds important testing grounds even in geographically limited areas such as small islands or out-of-the-way mountainous areas. In this regard, today's EIMA Energy program has proposed two interesting initiatives linked to two projects; the first "Agri-Culture" to deal with the first biodistrict activated in the island economy of Capraia, and the other focused on the modern relaunch of a small chestnut grove in Calabria with centuries-old plants. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Agri-Culture project, implemented by Chimica Verde Bionet (CVB), aims to enhance the agricultural and cultural heritage of the Island of Capraia with funding from the NRRP. The island of Capraia has a lengthy agricultural tradition that must be protected – this was discussed during the meeting coordinated by Sofia Mannelli (Councillor of ITABIA and President of CVB) - and today in the small plots of land, nestled on steep and rocky slopes, young entrepreneurs are relaunching organic horticultural and aromatic herb crops, bee and goat farming, wine and oil production. This so-called heroic agriculture characterizes many smaller islands and constitutes a source of income and also a bulwark for the conservation of the territory and the maintenance of local biodiversity. Much has been accomplished, but there is still work to be done to improve the integration and sustainability of supply chains, for example by spreading virtuous models to many other similar islands. The meeting included representatives from Greek islands of great charm such as the Sporades, described today by the journalist Teodoro Sdroulias. At the close of the meeting, Mannelli launched the next edition of Capraia Smart Island 2025 which will be held in May 2025. In the afternoon, Raffaele Spinelli (ITABIA) presented “A project for the recovery of fruit-bearing chestnut groves” to an audience of industry professionals. The description concerned a pilot project in Sant'Agata d'Esaro (CS)”. In our homeland, the chestnut tree has characterized the economic and social history of the mountains for centuries – explained Spinelli – providing the subsistence and prosperity of the populations in a particularly poor and difficult environment. At the beginning of the 20th century, Italian chestnut groves covered 800,000 hectares and produced 600,000 tons of chestnuts per year, that is, almost 20% of the total value extracted from Italian forests. Then, the advent of various diseases along with the economic and social changes in Italy led to an inexorable decline. By 1930, the surface area covered by chestnut groves had dropped to 500,000 hectares and production to 400,000 tons per year. In 1970, the chestnut groves occupied only 145,000 hectares, and today they are just over 50,000. However - Spinelli added - the chestnut heritage that history has given us is still rich in new possibilities; the recovery of abandoned chestnut groves and the management of those in operation is still possible and desirable, but the actions needed to implement this are often too imprecise, ineffective and expensive, especially because the technical skills necessary to make them more sustainable are still not very widespread and well known.  
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